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Important Information

2026 FOLA Fall Plenary, November 4 to 6, London — Save the Date

The 2026 FOLA Fall Plenary will be held in London, Ontario from November 4 to 6. More info to come!

FOLA Congratulates Shalini Konanur on being elected Treasurer of the Law Society of
Ontario (2026-2027)

FOLA welcomes incoming Treasurer Shalini Konanur and extends our appreciation to outgoing LSO
Treasurer Peter Wardle here.

We look forward to working closely with the new Treasurer to further improve the justice system for our
members and the public.

Probate Wait Times: A Survey by Max Shiffman

Max Shiffman, a lawyer member from the Waterloo Region Law Association, is conducting a survey
regarding current processing times facing estate practitioners. So far at least 75 responses have been
received from across the province. The survey has been covered by the Globe and Mail.

FOLA Estates Law Committee Chair Andrew Keesmaat asks you to please distribute and fill out the
survey for estates lawyers in your Association.

Survey link: https://bit.ly/ProbateSurvey

2026 FOLA Spring Plenary Website Updated

2026 FOLA Spring Plenary was a success! The website is updated and contains slides, CPD and other
information. Thanks to all our member associations for coming and sharing your ideas. We are also
updating Youtube videos and will announce when available.

FOLA Advocacy: Current Consultations

Please contact lan Hu, Director of Policy & Advocacy, at ian.hu@fola.ca if you have feedback or any
guestions regarding these consultations.


https://www.fola.ca/fola-congratulates-shalini-konanur-on-being-elected-treasurer-of-the-law-society-of-ontario-2026-2027/
https://www.fola.ca/fola-congratulates-shalini-konanur-on-being-elected-treasurer-of-the-law-society-of-ontario-2026-2027/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/investing/personal-finance/article-a-month-a-year-probate-wait-times-can-vary-widely-depending-on-where/
https://bit.ly/ProbateSurvey
https://www.fola.ca/plenary/
mailto:ian.hu@fola.ca
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LSO Access to Innovation 5-year Pilot Program Ending

The LSO A2l’'s 5-year pilot program ends November 2026, and input is requested by August 28, 2026.
The A2l program has released a report and FOLA is drafting a response.

MAG Consultation — Implementing the Uniform Access to Digital Assets by Fiduciaries
Act (UADAFA)

FOLA is considering submitting feedback for this consultation:
Background

UADAFA is uniform legislation developed by the Uniform Law Conference of Canada so that it can be
implemented with general consistency by Canadian provinces and territories. UADAFA provides a clear
right for certain fiduciaries (e.g., estate trustees and attorneys/guardians for property) to access digital
assets (e.g., email and social media accounts), a process for requesting access and a requirement for the
custodians of digital assets to provide that access.

Purpose of Consultation

Ontario’s Ministry of the Attorney General is seeking input on whether Ontario should implement
UADAFA and if so, what changes should be made (if any).

The consultation paper provides an explanation of how UADAFA has been drafted and sets out
questions for your consideration. Input on UADAFA is welcomed even if it doesn’t directly respond to
any of the listed questions.

More information about the consultation and the consultation paper can be found here.

Your feedback will help the Ministry better understand the impacts of implementing UADAFA in Ontario
and how best to modify UADAFA for application in Ontario.

How to Provide Feedback
The Ministry welcomes any comments you may have on this consultation paper. The consultation will

close on September 11, 2026. Comments may be sent to MAGPolicy@Ontario.ca. If you have any
guestions, they may be sent to this address as well.



https://lawsocietyontario-dwd0dscmayfwh7bj.a01.azurefd.net/media/lso/media/about/convocation/2026/convocation-april-2026-futures-committee-report.pdf
https://www.regulatoryregistry.gov.on.ca/proposal/54720
mailto:MAGPolicy@Ontario.ca
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FOLA Advocacy: Recent Consultations

FOLA is deeply involved in advocacy work including consultations with the government, advocacy
groups, and legal change-makers. In the statistics below, consultations is defined as including meetings
and submissions with these entities, in which FOLA advocated for our members. See our advocacy
efforts on our website. Please contact lan Hu, Director of Policy & Advocacy, at ian.hu@fola.ca if you
have feedback or any questions.

What We Have Done So Far in 2026: Statistics to Date
Consultations + Lobby Day Consultations 14 + 14
Press Releases 4

In the News 2

FOLA meets with new LSO Treasurer, Family Law App-Makers, and Justice Sector
Stakeholders

From May to July, FOLA representatives met with the new LSO Treasurer Shalini Konanur, a number of
family law court forms app-makers, justice sector stakeholders (OBA, Advocates Society, MAG), and the
LSO (real estate matters). We discussed issues including recent attacks on the Rule of Law, our recent
Resolution at plenary to include paralegals access to libraries, improving family law court form apps to
offer more options to what has been available in the past., and real estate issues. We have also reached
out to the Attorney General to discuss the Rule of Law and ways to improve estates administration.

FOLA responds to Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario Consultation regarding changes
to Rules

On November 22, 2024, FOLA provided comments in response to the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario’s
consultation relating to the Rules of Procedure. The HRTO’s request for consultation is here.

FOLA submitted a response on November 22, 2024. Following the November 22, 2024 consultation the
HRTO presented changes to Rules and Practice Directions, and sought consultations due June 5, 2026.

FOLA submitted a response dated June 5, 2026.

FOLA submits feedback to MAG Consultation on Improving Information-Sharing
Between Criminal and Family Courts

On April 15, 2026 the Ministry of the Attorney General (Court Services Division) released a consultation
paper regarding improving information-sharing between criminal and family courts.


mailto:ian.hu@fola.ca
https://www.fola.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/HRTO_-Consultations-_-Tribunals-Ontario.pdf
https://www.fola.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2024-11-22-FOLA-Response-to-HRTO-Consultation.pdf
https://tribunalsontario.ca/2026/05/13/hrto-operational-update-consultation-for-updates-to-human-rights-tribunal-of-ontario-rules-of-procedure/
https://www.fola.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/May-2026-FOLA-Response-to-HRTO-Consultation-FINAL.pdf
https://www.fola.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Consultation-Paper-Improving-Information-Sharing-Between-Criminal-and-Family-Courts_April2026.pdf
https://www.fola.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Consultation-Paper-Improving-Information-Sharing-Between-Criminal-and-Family-Courts_April2026.pdf
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On April 30 FOLA submitted our feedback. Thanks to board members Jennifer S. Rooke, Karen Seeley,
and Terry Brandon for spearheading the submissions!

Updates for the Profession

LSO Licensee Update — June 25, 2026

Please click here for the latest LSO update.


https://www.fola.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/FOLA-re-MAG-Consultation-information-sharing-fam-and-crim-April-30-2026-executed.pdf
https://e1.envoke.com/m/d78e0c511429401fdf3677e9691b88c5/m/3a88dab940a92f37e816a3d923c68c85/?mode=3&rev=1782479996
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Featured Member Rewards

A reminder that all members of FOLA county and district law associations have access to the rewards
program here: https://www.fola.ca/resource/member-rewards/. If you have any questions or issues
accessing the member rewards, please contact lan Hu, Director of Policy & Advocacy, at ian.hu@fola.ca
or Kelly Lovell, Executive Assistant, at kelly.lovell@fola.ca.

Discounts are available for a number of services and products! Below are the featured member rewards;
more can be found on the website!

Clio

FOLA members get an exclusive 10% off Clio—the leading cloud-based legal tech suite.
Until September 30, get up to three months of Clio for free in the first year!
Why Choose Clio?

e Streamline Your Practice: Make case management effortless, enhance client communication,
simplify transactions, and automate your document handling for greater efficiency.

e Customize Your Experience: With access to over 250 integrations, Clio allows you to adapt your
workflow to achieve optimal results.

e Get Continuous Support: Our dedicated 24/5 support team is here to ensure your experience is
smooth and uninterrupted, keeping your practice operational at all times.

e Drive The Best Outcomes: Focus on supporting your clients, maximizing their settlements, and
closing their cases faster, with Clio’s Personal Injury add-on.

As a FOLA member, you're entitled to a 10% discount on Clio products. Dive into your free trial or claim
your discount today. Already a Clio user? Great! Secure your discount by

emailing affinity.partners@clio.com. Plus Clio will be at the upcoming Plenary so you can connect with
the Clio team there.



https://www.fola.ca/resource/member-rewards/
mailto:ian.hu@fola.ca
mailto:kelly.lovell@fola.ca
https://www.clio.com/partnerships/bar-associations/fola/
https://www.clio.com/partnerships/bar-associations/fola/
mailto:affinity.partners@clio.com
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Windsor Law 3L Resume Book

Windsor Law is thrilled to present our annual 3L resume book, showcasing exceptionally talented,
diverse and competitive students who are seeking paid articling positions for the 2026-2027 term.
Please reach out to windsorcso@uwindsor.ca for a complimentary electronic copy of this valuable
resource. We hope this resume book will help you meet your hiring needs.

THE WINDSOR LAW
SL RESUME BOOK

/ g

broilan Z \/ A T~
Featuring competitive students who arﬁ\eager to secure
paid articling positions for 2026-2027.

Contact windsorcso@uwindsor.ca to receive your free electronic copy.



mailto:windsorcso@uwindsor.ca
mailto:windsorcso@uwindsor.ca
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Part-Time
Professional LLM

Access Canada's leading
Professional LLM from the
comfort of your home.

Aw

aiL
[ 00
PROPESSIONAL
DEVELOPWENT

Access Canada's leading Professional LLM from the comfort of your home.

A tailormade LLM as unique as your experiences — Osgoode’s Part-Time Professional LLM in General
Law gives lawyers like you an option to combine two to three specializations to customize your learning
and achieve your personal and professional goals. Choose from these specializations:

Choose from these specializations:
e Administrative Law e Financial Law
e Business Law e General Law
e Canadian Common Law Health Law

e Constitutional Law e Intellectual Property Law

e Construction Law e International Business Law

e Criminal Law and Procedure e Labour and Employment Law
e Dispute Resolution e Privacy and Cybersecurity Law
e Energy and Infrastructure Law e Securities Law

e Taxation Law

Request more information here.

10


https://llm.osgoodepd.ca/general-law-pt/?utm_medium=enewsletter&utm_source=fola&utm_campaign=llm+general+law
https://llm.osgoodepd.ca/general-law-pt/?utm_medium=enewsletter&utm_source=fola&utm_campaign=llm+general+law
https://llm.osgoodepd.ca/general-law-pt/?utm_medium=enewsletter&utm_source=fola&utm_campaign=llm+general+law
https://llm.osgoodepd.ca/distance-learning/?utm_medium=enewsletter&utm_source=fola&utm_campaign=llm+distance+learning
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LDD

Realt

10 Free Files over 4 Weeks

1.Use Special Code Offer FOLA2025 when signing up at
ldd.ca/clients/new-clients/

2.Sendus proof of membership in the local county and district law
association (PDF or JPG formats) to your Business Development
Manager (BDM)

3.Your BDMwill note the free files

Sign Up Today

Your Quickest File Yet has arrived.

RenAl

@ Al-Powered Data Extraction

@ Split-Screen Comparison

@ Full Control Over Imported
Data

Book a Realti demo today at /dd.ca/realti

Purpose-Built
Software

Connect
The promotional code FOLA2025 remains valid through November 30, 2025.

11
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CPDonline

CPDONLINECA

@ Click Watch. Credit.

ADD PASSIVE INCOME

TO YOUR ASSOCIATION'S BOTTOM LINE

Subscriber Revenue: Each year we send
your association $100 for every lawyer
who identifies as a member of your
association at checkout when purchasing
a CPDonline subscription.

Simply promoting CPDonline on

your website, newsletter or through your
social-media feeds can drive more
subscriptions and increase this

annual payment.

ch

Nipissing Law Association -
Norfolk Law Association

Northumberland County Law Association

[Ontario Association of Black Paralegals (OABP) ~

All Revenue, No Expenses

® o
pi- @

ARESA

-
accredited

accredited

J‘

Content-Sharing Revenue:

Whether your CPD programs are virtual
or held in-person, we can make them
available to lawyers across Canada and
unlock a substantial and steady
revenue stream for your association.

Law Associations that host virtual
CPD programs can simply send us
the recordings; those that hold
in-person conferences or programs
can invite us to videotape on-site
completely free of charge. In both
cases, we promote each video on our site
and split the resulting revenue 50/50 with your association.

Some partner law associations earn tens of thousands of
dollars each year from this stream alone, and CPDonline
pays more than sixty thousand dollars annually to Ontario law associations.

12
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Bell

I Exclusive Partner Program

Get preferred pricing on plans
when you switch to Bell.

See more

Switch to Bell today and get on Canada’s fastest 5G network.” As an employee or member of our
preferred partners, you can get:

e Upto 30% on plans with tons of data’
e Preferred pricing on popular phones
e The same great prices for up to 5 family members when you add them to your account

“bell.ca/network. ‘Beyond max speed, data speeds are up to 512 Kbps. One-time Connection service
fee (570) will appear on your first bill.

To redeem this exclusive offer, follow these five easy steps:
1. Visit bell.ca/epp or call 1 833 964-4484
Register as new user, choose ‘Personal Email’ option
Enter FOLA in the company/association field and select your company from the drop-down
Upload proof of FOLA membership (PDF or JPG formats)
Check out your exclusive offers from Bell

PwnpRE

13
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Hilton

GLOBAL 10% CHAIN-WIDE DISCOUNT

Team Members at Federation of Law Associates can receive a 10% chain-wide

discount at all North American Hilton hotels. The chain-wide discount is
subject to availability, non-commissionable and valid for both business and

personal travel.
Access Special Rates Discounted rates are available by booking
via :
https://www.hilton.com/en/preferred-rates/fola/
Simply click into the link above, insert the Code:

FOLACA
to access the booking page and make your reservation.

2 ol o ; 5 i SRR ATt Ry
e UNB cvanie vops S, Hiwe (VRO _,? Taprirey -.-.-.l!,-_.- opiey oo SN @ @ wpark TGS kiveAl Hilleo
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Upcoming Events and Law Association News

FOLA promotes law association events and other news. If your organization has upcoming events or
related news that would be of interest to our members, please complete the form that can be found
here and submit to both lan Hu (lan.hu@fola.ca) and Kelly Lovell (kelly.lovell@fola.ca).

Featured Promotions

Sponsor Your Association’s Event with the LDD CLE Partnership Program!

LDD, as the Organization Sponsor of FOLA, is proud to launch the CLE Partnership Program—an initiative
offering financial and promotional support to help local law associations deliver accredited professional
development to their members. This program is designed to make CLE more accessible and flexible,
empowering lawyers to stay current in a rapidly evolving legal landscape. Associations interested in
participating are invited to contact LDD and click here to explore how this program can support their CLE
efforts.

m Federationof c L E
Connect g::gg;gtlif,g
Organization Spansor of P R O G R A M

County And District Law Associations

Middlesex Law Association Golf Tournament, August 25

< Join the MLA for a day on the green at FireRock with members of the Middlesex Law Association!
Date: August 25, 2026

Time: Shotgun Start at 8:00am

Location: FireRock Golf Club — 10345 Oxbow Dr, Komoka, ON NOL 1RO

Enjoy 18 holes of golf, cart rental, a delicious lunch, great company, and some fun surprises throughout
the day!

Register here

15


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FyVe0h4rjGc_irB-FmilR4ZknsYGYk0S/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103723621349393929198&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:Ian.hu@fola.ca
mailto:kelly.lovell@fola.ca
https://ldd.ca/cle-partnership-program/
https://ldd.ca/cle-partnership-program/
https://mla8.wildapricot.org/event-6707407
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Toronto Lawyers Association, September 10 - The Future of Client Acquisition, Part 1:
Found or Forgotten: How Today’s Clients Are Actually Choosing Their Lawyer

This session will take place on Thursday, September 10, from 12:00 pm — 1:00 pm via Zoom Webinar.

In this session, we will break down what is actually happening when someone searches for legal help
today. We'll explore how Search Engine Optimization (SEQO), Answer Engine Optimization (AEO), local
search, online authority, and Al-powered discovery tools like OpenAl’s ChatGPT, Google Al Overviews,
and Perplexity Al are influencing which firms get seen, trusted, and contacted and which firms never
make the shortlist.

Register here

Toronto Lawyers Association, September 17 - Succeeding at Summary Trials and
Simplified Procedures

This session will take place on Thursday, September 17, from 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm via Zoom Webinar.
Are you looking for practical tips and proven strategies to help you handle simplified procedures and
summary trials with confidence?

This program is designed to equip you with the tools needed to effectively navigate simplified
procedures and summary trials. Whether you are new to these processes or looking to refresh your
knowledge, this program will give you insights to approach your next case with greater efficiency and
success.

Register here

County of Carleton Law Association, October 17-18 — The 38™" Annual Criminal Law
Conference

Registration is now open for the 38th Annual Criminal Law Conference!

Join the CCLA at the 38th Annual Criminal Law Conference for 2 days of learning, collaboration, and
enjoyment in the beautiful setting of Fairmont Le Chateau Montebello!

) Saturday, October 17 — Sunday, October 18, 2026
© Fairmont Le Chateau Montebello

REGISTER TODAY!
Hi Kelly and lan,

16


https://www.tlaonline.ca/?pg=events&evAction=showDetail&eid=348357&evSubAction=listAll
https://www.tlaonline.ca/?pg=events&evAction=showDetail&eid=346573&evSubAction=listAll
https://us.list-manage.com/15zh7q7stOC?e=43cf69288a&c2id=9212f1c74cc655fb2c91d088a8713b12
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Would you kindly advertise this in the next newsletter?

Durham Region Law Association, October 29-30 — 2026 Fall Conference

The 6™ Annual Durham Region Law Association 2026 Fall Conference planning is underway. Register
today and join the DRLA on Thursday, October 29" and Friday, October 30™", 2026 at the Ajax
Convention Centre in Ajax, Ontario. The DRLA is very excited to bring you another year filled with
expert-led sessions on the practice of Law in Ontario. This is a special opportunity to learn and connect
through professional development that will enrich your practice. This event is meant for you, whether
you are a lawyer in good standing, a law clerk, paralegal or student of law or legal studies! What better
way to bring in the Fall months!

The Fall Conference welcomes all your questions. Please reach out to Jennie Clarke drlalaw@bellnet.ca

The DRLA looks forward to seeing you there!

Please visit at drla.ca for all the details under the FALL CONFERENCE banner.
Please find the registration form here.

Appointment and Job Opportunities

Judicial vacancies and job opportunities are free to advertise. Please submit your opportunities to FOLA
Director of Policy & Advocacy, lan Hu, at ian.hu@fola.ca

Judicial Appointments, OCJ

The Judicial Appointments Advisory Committee (JAAC) is seeking qualified members of the Bar to serve
as judges in the Ontario Court of Justice.

JAAC follows a pool-based process and is accepting applications for judicial appointments on a
continuous basis across all base court locations in Ontario. Candidates will be assessed and classified for
three years from the date of application.

Applicants must have at least a combined 10 years’ membership at the Bar in one of the provinces or
territories of Canada.

JAAC is committed to ensuring that Ontario’s judiciary reflects the excellence and diversity of our legal

community. We strongly encourage applications from qualified candidates of diverse
backgrounds. Bilingual candidates are also strongly encouraged to apply.

17


mailto:-drlalaw@bellnet.ca
https://form.jotform.com/260754447790264
mailto:ian.hu@fola.ca
https://www.fola.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Judicial-Appts-Ad-EN-July-28-2026.pdf
https://www.fola.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Judicial-Appts-Ad-EN-July-28-2026.pdf
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FOLA Executive Contacts

Jennifer S. Rooke
Chair
jrooke@mousseaulaw.com

Allen Wynperle
Past Chair

allen@dwalaw.ca

Ashley Gibson
Central South Representative
ashley@gnrlaw.ca

Jessica Pugliese
Northeast Representative
jpugliese@jpr-law.ca

Terry Brandon
Chair, Legal Aid Committee

terrylbrandon@acriminaldefence.ca

Mark Giavedoni
First Vice Chair

Mark.Giavedoni@gowlingwlg.com

Corey Wall
Treasurer
Corey@walllaw.ca

Curtis Pineiro
Central East Representative
curtis@pineirolaw.ca

Kevin Cooke
East Representative
kcooke@cswan.com

Andrew Keesmaat
Chair, Estates Law Committee
akeesmaat@anclaw.com

Surina Sud
Toronto Representative
ssud@kglawyers.com

FOLA Staff Contacts

lan Hu
Director of Policy and Advocacy

lan.hu@fola.ca

Kelly Lovell
Executive Assistant
kelly.lovell@fola.ca

TBD
Second Vice Chair

Kim Ferreira
Central West Representative
kferreira@dickinsonwright.com

Karen Seeley

Northwest Representative
Chair, Criminal Law Committee
kseeley@mcauleylaw.com

Leanna J.T. Simpson
Southwest Representative
leanna@simpsoncoyne.ca

Logan Rathbone
Chair, Family Law Committee
logan@rathbonelaw.com
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