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Welcome to London! Thank You To Our Sponsors!

Plenary is our best opportunity to share stories about our unique

challenges and to find solutions together. This year we continue to build Organization Sponsor

stronger relationships with our stakeholders, from the government and

its ministries to the Law Society of Ontario, Legal Aid Ontario, and m Federation of
beyond. Frustrated lawyers have stepped in to fill gaps where others Onta rio Law

failed. We have seen lawyers and legal organizations, including ours, %nnect
collect data regarding probate delays, champion the rule of law, and
develop affordable family law applications. You, our county and district
law associations, are the first and last line of defence. We do not take
our role in the justice system lightly, and hope to fulfil our shared goals Platinum Sponsors

to improve the practice of law. LAW P Rd

This plenary we nourish the roots of our practices, with sessions
focusing on the challenges facing family, real estate, estates, criminal, Gold Sponsor
and civil litigation. We feature speakers on civility while will discuss

inter-generational challenges. And as artificial (super?) intelligence Closer
enters every facet of life, we take guidance from LAWPRO for best @

practices. We consider the long-ranging ramifications of Ahluwalia v.

Associations

Organization Sponsor of

Ahluwalia. And as always we discuss how we can best tend the gardens Silver Sponsor

of our associations. N,

We are the lifeblood of the law for everyday Ontarians. Together we GOVEY&M\%@
have intimate knowledge and experience of what the legal system

needs and how can it improve. We look forward to celebrating our wins Bronze Sponsor

and mourning our losses, to building connections with each other, and THE ITL

with our stakeholders. Welcome to the 2026 FOLA Fall Plenary! @ CONFER?CE

Sincerely,
Startup Sponsor

Jennifer S. Rocke £ N,

S COUNTING CLOUD

| ACCOUNTING FOR LAW TIRMS

Jennifer S. Rooke
FOLA, Chair
Welcome Sponsor

Law Society
of Ontario
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Wednesday, November 4

8:00 PM - Welcome Reception Organization Sponsor:
10:00 PM Museum London, 421 Ridout St N, London, Ontario )
m Federationof
Ontario Law

Gather with friends new and old at a beautiful venue! Connect Associations
. Organization spansor of
Refreshments will be served.

Thursday, November 5

7:30 AM - Registration Open
4:30 PM Armouries Ballroom
Delta Hotels London Armouries
325 Dundas Street in London, Ontario

Collect your nametag at our registration table.
7:45 AM - Breakfast and Networking

9:00 AM
Buffet breakfast is included with your registration.

9:00 AM - Call to Order, Welcoming Remarks from the Chair, and Speakers:
9:25 AM Roll Call of the Presidents e Jennifer S. Rooke, Chair, FOLA
e You!

Opening remarks from Jennifer S. Rooke, Chair of FOLA,
and, in a time-honoured tradition, presidents are invited
to introduce the members of their delegation.

9:25 AM - Welcoming Remarks from Middlesex Law Association Speakers:
9:30 AM e Greg Willson, President, MLA
MLA President welcomes us to London!



9:30 AM -
10:40 AM

10:40 AM -
11:00 AM

11:00 AM -
12:00 PM

12:00 PM -
1:00 PM

1:00 PM -
1:40 PM

Committee Chairs’ Reports

Reports will be presented from FOLA’s Real Estate, Family
Law, Estates, Criminal Law, and Legal Aid committees. For
follow-up purposes or feedback, you will find their
contact information printed on the last page of this
document.

Break

SCC —Ahluwalia v Ahluwalia SCC

The Supreme Court of Canada’s groundbreaking decision
in Ahluwalia v. Ahluwalia has significant implications well
beyond the family law context. This panel will examine
the decision’s impact on the recognition of family
violence, civil claims and remedies, and the intersection
of family law with estates and succession. Our panelists
will explore the practical and doctrinal implications of the
SCC’s decision for counsel and litigants, including how
Ahluwalia may shape pleading, evidence, damages,
limitation periods, and litigation strategy across multiple
areas of practice.

Lunch

LiRN Update

LiRN Managing Director Theresa Leitch provides the
update, along with new Chair Augustine Krawchenko.
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Speakers:

e Andrew Keesmaat, Estate Law
Committee Chair, FOLA

e Karen Seeley, Criminal Law Committee
Chair, FOLA

e Logan Rathbone, Family Law
Committee Chair, FOLA

e Mark Giavedoni, Real Estate
Committee Chair, FOLA

e Terry Brandon, Legal Aid Committee
Chair, FOLA

Speakers:

e Chelsea Hishon, Partner, Beckett
Personal Injury Lawyers

¢ Geoffrey Carpenter, Carpenter Family
Law

e John Morissey, Partner, Siskinds

e Sponsor:

@ Closer

Speakers:

e Augustine Krawchenko, Chair, Board of
Directors, LiRN

e Mark Giavedoni, 1% Vice Chair, FOLA

e Theresa Leitch, Managing Director,
LiRN



1:40 PM —
2:10 PM

2:10 PM -
3:00 PM

3:00 PM -
3:15PM

LDD

A presentation from our organization sponsor.

Civility

This panel will examine civility through the lens of
intergenerational differences, courtroom etiquette,
interactions with the bench, and equity, diversity, and
inclusion. We will consider how expectations of
professional conduct are evolving, where tensions arise,
and how counsel and the judiciary can foster respectful,
effective advocacy in an increasingly diverse legal
profession.

Break: Go to the next Breakout session!
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Speakers:
e Maurizio Romanin, President & CEO,
LDD

Speakers:

e Ryan Amex, Mckenzie Lake

e Leanna J.T. Simpson, Southwest
Regional Representative, FOLA

e TBD



3:15PM -
3:50 PM

3:50 PM -
4:00 PM

Breakout Sessions

#1: Armouries Ballroom
Associations HR: Hiring and Getting The Most Out of
Your People

Practical strategies for hiring the right people, building
strong teams, and getting the most out of your staff. We'll
explore effective recruitment, retention, performance,
and engagement strategies for association workplaces.

#2: Officers Club
Civil Litigation Roundtable

This interactive session is an opportunity for you to share
problems and crowd-source solutions. What are you
doing to prepare for the new Rules? What practice
management changes have you or are you going to
implement?

#3: Gunnery Room
Real Estate Roundtable

Should standard sale closing documents be reviewed and
updated? How do you meet practical problems regarding
declarations, remote signings, mortgage payouts and
evolving practice requirements? This interactive session
encourages your participation; share and learn from
others the latest practice management tips and
strategies.

Break - Go to next Breakout session!

Federation of Ontario
Law Associations

Fédération des associations
de barreau de I'Ontario

Speakers:

e Laura Dickson, Past President, HLA
e Ted Chadderton, LiRN Vice Chair

e Kevin Cooke, 2" Vice Chair, FOLA

Speaker:
e Mark Giavedoni, 1°t Vice Chair, FOLA

Sponsor:

N
GOVEYANCE

POWERED BY TERANET



4:00 PM -
4:35 PM

4:30 PM -
6:30 PM

Breakout Sessions

#1: Armouries Ballroom
Estates Law Roundtable

What'’s happening on the ground in estates practice
across Ontario? This interactive roundtable will tackle the
issues practitioners are seeing now—from probate delays
and the Estate Administration Tax Act to evolving practice
directions and banks’ handling of digital estate
certificates. Bring your questions, experiences and ideas
for a lively discussion about practical challenges, solutions
and priorities for the estates bar.

#2: Officers Club
TBDs

#3: Gunnery Room
Crowdsource: Rule of Law — What Associations Can Do

Attacks on the rule of law, from media to governments,
have risen in last several years. What can we do about it?
This interactive roundtable will discuss what strategies
can help.

Free Time
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Speakers:

e Andrew Keesmaat, Estates Committee
Chair, FOLA

e Jennifer S. Rooke, Chair, FOLA



6:30 PM -
9:00 PM

9:00 PM -
12:00 AM

Friday

9:00 AM -
9:45 AM

9:45 AM —
10:00 AM
10:00 AM -
10:30 AM

10:30 AM -
10:45 AM

10:45 AM -
11:00 AM

Law Society Treasurer’s Reception and Dinner
London Club

177 Queens Ave, London, ON

Reception: 6:30 PM to 7: 15 PM
Dinner: 7:15 PM

A time-honoured tradition, the Treasurer of the Law

Society hosts a special reception and dinner for our
members.

Hospitality Suite
Gunnery Room

Our hospitality suite is generously provided by LAWPRO,
our platinum sponsor.

Regional Breakfast Meetings

Start the day with breakfast with the delegates from
your region of Ontario. Your breakfast is included with
registration.

Plenary Survey!

FOLA General Meeting

Law Society of Ontario Update
LSO CEO Tom Teahan provides the LSO update.
Legal Aid Ontario Update

LAO returns to the 2026 FOLA Fall Plenary! President &
CEO Aileen Page provides the update.
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Sponsor:
e Law Society of Ontario

Speaker:
e Shalini Konanur, Treasurer, LSO

Sponsor:

LAWPRO

Speaker:
e Tom Teahen, CEO LSO

¢ Aileen Page, President & CEO, LAO



11:00 AM -
11:30 AM

11:30 AM -
11:55 AM

11:55 AM -
12:15 AM

11:50 PM -
12:00 PM

LAWPRO Update & Al Presentation

The always-dynamic Dan Pinnington provides the latest
Al update. Be ready to be horrified and hypnotized.

Break — Check out now then come back for our final
panel!

20 Tips in 20 Minutes
One of our most popular sessions, this session features
some of your favourite association Presidents as they

give you their top tips for practice management, from
wellness to client relationships to tech tips!

Final Remarks, Lunch, and Departure

A final word to wrap-up before lunch and departure.
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e Dan Pinnington, President & CEO,
LAWPRO

Speaker:

e David Nusko, President, Bruce Law
Association

e Jennifer Bolduc, President, Waterloo
Region Law Association

e Jennifer E. McLeod, President, Lambton
Law Association

e Robin Brown, President, CCLA

Speaker:
e Jennifer S. Rooke, Chair, FOLA
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FOLA Executive

Jennifer S. Rooke
Chair
jrooke@mousseaulaw.com

Allen Wynperle
Past Chair
allen@dwalaw.ca

FOLA Regional Representatives
Ashley Gibson

Central South Representative
ashley@gnrlaw.ca

Jessica Pugliese
Northeast Representative
jpugliese@jpr-law.ca

Terry Brandon
Chair, Legal Aid Committee
terrylbrandon@acriminaldefence.ca

Mark Giavedoni
First Vice Chair

Mark.Giavedoni@gowlingwlg.com

Kevin Cooke
Second Vice Chair
kcooke@cswan.com

Karen Seeley
Treasurer
kseeley@mcauleylaw.com

Curtis Pineiro
Central East Representative
curtis@pineirolaw.ca

Kevin Cooke
East Representative
kcooke@cswan.com

Andrew Keesmaat
Chair, Estates Law Committee
akeesmaat@anclaw.com

Kim Ferreira
Central West Representative
kferreira@dickinsonwright.com

FOLA Staff

lan Hu
Director of Policy and Advocacy

lan.hu@fola.ca

Surina Sud
Toronto Representative
ssud@kglawyers.com

Kelly Lovell
Executive Assistant
kelly.lovell@fola.ca

Karen Seeley

Northwest Representative
Chair, Criminal Law Committee
kseeley@mcauleylaw.com

Leanna J.T. Simpson
Southwest Representative
leanna@simpsoncoyne.ca

Logan Rathbone
Chair, Family Law Committee
logan@rathbonelaw.com
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